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the greater “learning” community : 

parents of children with special needs

the specific community:

those parents that practice artistic expression

the space they communicate in [ aka webspace ] : 

our kids : a place for exceptional expression
http://ourkids.typepad.com
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values of the community :

artistic expression is an important part of living an “a-typical life”
committing thoughts to paper or canvas helps keep clutter out of the mind

the practice of art can be magical and tranformative
the experiences with their children can be difficult yet unique
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the webspace for the community:

provides an open forum to foster the artistic process
explores artistic outlets–“we’re here to encourage the process”

shows a glimpse into the journey of parents of children with special needs
the more people it serves, the greater its value

encourages artistic expression
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what the community “learns” through their participation:

how others express their emotions through the practice of art
they learn of others in similar situations and make connections
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how the community is structured:

The creator of the webspace, Mya-Lisa, posts and organizes photographs,  
artwork, essays, and poetry from parents of children of special needs into 

an accessible webspace. Voluntary participation in the webspace 
creates the “digital community”.
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community
experience

ORGANIZATIONAL 
STRUCTURE

LIFE GOALS

HISTORICAL
CONSCIOUSNESS

AGENCY RELATIONSHIPS



Rebecca Tegtmeyer : Dori Tunstall Workshop : Studio Spring 2008 : COMMUNITAS DIGITAS

community
experience

AGENCY

People’s ability to control, or at least 
influence, decisions about the things 
that impact their communities and 
themselves.

Agency in the community begins 
with taking the initiative to com-
mit to paper their emotions and 
then submit for publishing on 
the webspace.
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community
experience

ORGANIZATIONAL 
STRUCTURE

Mental map that provides people 
with an understanding of how they 
fit within and contribute to the 
greater whole. Often in groups, it 
outlines who is responsible, or what 
and how decisions are made.

The organizational structure of the 
community is set by the creator of 
the webspace, the community’s 
responsibility is to participate.
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community
experience

LIFE GOALS

People’s articulation of what matters 
most to them. This is often things 
like helping other people, having an 
impact, supporting friends and fam-
ily, and professional development

The life goals of the community 
is to provide support and encour-
agement for parents of children 
with special needs (within the 
greater and specific community).
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community
experience

HISTORICAL
CONSCIOUSNESS

People’s understanding of where 
they come from and who they are. 
Their ability to openly express their 
history and to find themselves in the 
public image of their community 
affects the degree to which they feel 
they belong to that community

Through the acts of photography, 
writing and painting, the commu-
nity expresses their journey, then 
by sharing their works to the com-
munity, they enforce a connection 
to individuals of a similar experi-
ence.



Rebecca Tegtmeyer : Dori Tunstall Workshop : Studio Spring 2008 : COMMUNITAS DIGITAS

community
experience

RELATIONSHIPS

The basic units of community, 
through which people establish the 
trust and understanding needed to 
rely upon each other.

Through the open forum of 
the webspace, the community 
members connect and create 
relationships or support with 
other the others members. 
It gives them a sense that they 
are not alone in this experience.
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community
experience

ranking

AGENCY

ORGANIZATIONAL 
STRUCTURE

LIFE GOALS

HISTORICAL
CONSCIOUSNESS

RELATIONSHIPS

COMPLETELY WEAKENS

PARTIALLY WEAKENS

NEUTRAL

PARTIALLY SUPPORTS

COMPLETELY SUPPORTS

SUBMITTING THE WORK
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community
experience

ranking

AGENCY

ORGANIZATIONAL 
STRUCTURE

LIFE GOALS

HISTORICAL
CONSCIOUSNESS

RELATIONSHIPS

COMPLETELY WEAKENS

PARTIALLY WEAKENS

NEUTRAL
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COMPLETELY SUPPORTS

GETTING THE WORD OUT 
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community
experience
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